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born 8 A, 


H ID Noble! ae . 


letter was addrets, 5 
ol general Utility, hay pet 


% printed, And, as he ts lenfil 


"od, he is under no Apprehenſion 
ho done without his Conſent, 


the Reader, the Editor has put Re- 


6 45 Kur, f {umn 7 


the Regard which the Gentleman” 
tho wrote it pays to the Publick-, 


ji his diſapproving of the Publication, ; 
| For the Eaſe and I OW #7 0 18 


ferences, at the bottom of the Pages, 

b the ſeveral Paſſages in the Pun.” 
palets alluded to in this Letter, and - 

bas likewiſe inſerted ſome whole . 
agrap hs from the New Papers, Go. 
(hat 5 now difficult to be met with, 
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To THE 


EARL of . 


My LORD, 


Hope your Lordihij received the letter 


4 lent ag 45 riday, by Richard along with 
Lady — 


pected, my opinion concerning the affair 
of El/zaveth Canning; but I fancy the firſt 


ght of this, which, if I may believe the 


cap of memorandums that lye upon the 


table before me, will have more the ſize 

of a book. than a letter, will make a very. 
plauſible excuſe for my delay. Indeed, 
My dear Lord, there is nothing 1 und ler- 
Make with more alacrity and ene | 


s tea and dimmity. I ſhould 
have given you then, as youl probably ex- 
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Aver tends to your amuſcmer 
7 ecially when I perceive it to e 


pampl] 
Vie | 
ected with your inftruQtion, whic!. 


widens 
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| Many years my ſole employment, ad 8 
hl 1 of the n of my HU won e 
"af can Reither read or write any thing ſubject 

neſs OT 


% without frequent intermiſſions. 
The ſtory, as your Lordſhip obſer, 
is very puzzling, and ſo it appears 0 the 

inhabitants of this great city, where it has 


on 9.00 
the tw. 
And, | 
formar) 
ty of 

the lay 
of the 


4g) 


been the univerſal ſubject of controverh 
for many weeks, and the Ter y ſecm 
ſtill to be of opinion that the firſt account 
was the truth, if we may judge by che 


| But 
late proceedings of the grand jury, 0! " 
FOOLS e 
which your news papers I ſuppoſe hw A 
2 | 7 „ ious 
given you the particulars, 
| methoc 
It 1 is but lately, that I myſelf ha 12 : 
| . e ca 
any knowledge of this affair. . 
1 0 S | being 
lancholy event which brought mc tc 
FRE . 1358 Foun 
hindered me from attending to . Mad © 


doing in it, and perhaps I ſhould 1 t% this 


and th 
hour have remained in. ignorance 


dence | 


my attention been awakened A y 1 ts 
"ES ery ſuate 


T 3) 
nphict advertiſed on the cher by FY 
dmg. 


pon every thing that is written by that 
author, who has ſucceeded fo well in every 


And, perhaps there are none of his per- 


frmances that more diſcover the ingenu- 
ty of the man of wit, the diſtinctneſs ot 
the lawyer, or the politeneſs and candour 


of the gentleman. 
But while I admired the ſtile and com- 


potion of this pamphlet, and the inge- 
nous, and at the ſame time unadorned 
method, in which Mr. Fielding defended 


tie cauſe of Canning, I could not help 
ling farprized to find upon what flight 
grounds he and many other ſenſible men, 

lad founded their belief of her veracity ; 
and that they thould be fatisfied with evi- 
ence that ſeems to be in no manner ade- 


Mate to the nature of the facts meant to 
„ be 


Your Lordſhip knows the value 1 ſet 


ſubject he has undertaken, either of buſi- 
es or pleaſantry ; and J with great rea- 
en expected one or ot ther of theſe from 
the twelvepenny worth J faw advertiſ ed. 


4 * K 
nr 4 
— . * . ö a ; 4 
1 ; 2 - . 
1 f - 
- a”... : 


* — d 
P 1 — * A r 7 OM 8 vr . 
— — I 7 a 9$ 2 1 N * r 5 — - I 
l 2. . d * 0 n . Y , * n 
6— acct IT RT —— yoo ates td — * Ta x 
0 k 4 a 2 | 
tral”, 


a in ee ne ab 


"TO" 


, "EY N 2 _ © ia 
——— —— — ä — — 


rel by: it: ha ay when a lik 
_— is concerned, of which out laws and cul. 

4 * "a \ tors are in moſt caſes extremely tender. 
| It is reported about town, as you may 
'S by the news papers, that there a 
_ ſeveral evidences to the al, bi of the gh 
8 quires, and other counter evidences: but 
33 1 know nothing gertain - concerning 
1 1 den. 1 ſhall confine myſelf, in the op. 
© pion! you do me the honour to aſk, to the 
be that were produced before and a 
4 che trial of Squires, as they appear in the 
1 "I * paper, Mr. Fielding's fate of the 
ay off 3 7 , and other papers publiſhed by the 
— . ds of Canning, not thinking ary other 
" Proof neceſſary to convince thoſe who are 
. 1 that ber relation is talk, 
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Mr. 
there 1 
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zabeth 
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ter of 
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ind Dur 
For thi 
ject t 
Kreme 
life, - 
d belie 
ong. 
Thus 
poſſit 


4 8 
_— 


was 
: a 7 4 "I 
n 
* — p92.” waht... np * ; 
_— CT alle — A 
* 2 n . 
4 2 z 2 — 0 
i | - * 
2 - 4 
* r Ss 


. 
"PIE ; 
— 
8 l 
A. 
Rt x - as wo 
T * 5 EY 


n — da 


— Oy YI twang an Fr 
— 1 0 


Tc 
4 


— — — — Paddy. 
_ F — ee ep We 5 wy py” poo - . ˙———— 2 Re en 3 
3 * — r nn p - — ents 0 4 1 r - * : 
. 4 — _— an 2 ns > — ——— Lt # 1 — — = 

— — AE — 42f7 K Þ — 7 "= l —— — = - 1 I 
= b 1 5 Er 2 ver - by 
a - «= = 
=- © * * 


r 


** — 
K Is, age; 104 A TRE IG IE aeMe} AT 
— — oh, pI 


___ ſulpecte« I of momibagy; reflection wpat 
5 8 Juſtices, Judges, or Jury who con- 
curred ir condemnation of S 

_ Since if 1 ſhould. prove beyond doubt ny 
WT SE 1 Vue aſſertion, it will amount to no mor 
| CEE Is than to ſhew the power of prepoileſſon 
RP NES. Hemet, diſintereſted and comp 
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fonate cid, 2 how cautious we ou elt 


o be in allowing any degree of weight to 


perſonal credit, and character, in oppoſi- 


tion to the general evidence of things. 
Mr. Fielding very candidly owns, that 


there is the ige degree of improbability 


attending the circumſtances related by Eli. 
zabeth Canning, and only inſiſts upon their 


wot amounting to an impoſſibility. He is to = © Pe 


much a philoſopher, and too much a ma. 
ter of language to mean any more by 
facts being poſiblr, than that it implies 
no contradiction in itſelf, and in that ſenſe 

ho doubt the ſtory of Canning is p97 le; 

nd ſo it would have been if ſhe had gone 
little farther, and ſaid the had been dead 

ind buried durin 8 the time ſlie Was miſfing. 
For this is bible, and all that we could 


ktiect to the relation of it;! 18 | thar it n 


one. 


tremely anufual for dead PEW to return. | 
life, and therefore we are not warranted 
believe it withour ſome l d 5 | 


Thus to bring a fact within the compaſs. 
abit, there 1 18 i ORE but 


( by 
"that it ſhould not contradiẽt iſs! F bu 
to make 1t probable, it is Iikewile rue 
that it ſhould not be contradic! ry to | 
ordinary experience: for in propor ion to | 
the ſeveral degrees 1 in which it is 
ed from common experience, it act oy 
mn appearance of falthood, and to 
it to belief, muſt be ſupported by « 
2 | varently true, to as great Or greater ( Egree 
n the fact which it means to prove, | 
arently falſe. 1 
This, your Lordſhip knows, is the general 
and leading principle in all enquiries con- 
cerning probable evidence; and upon tis 
principle therefore give me leave ©. 
mine, firſt the ſtory of Canning, 
the proof of it, weighing one againſt the 
other. 9 
PFirſt, as to the tary itſelf, it is {0 fa 
from being like any thing that v 
heard or ſcen before, that to ae it a 
a truth, looks like an inſult upon th 
common ſenſe of mankind, as wi!; iP? af 
to any one, who wall try to ans er the 
following queries. 
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C7. 


Was it ever known that any 5 of 


human creatures were actuated by the {an 


kind of delirium, or ever concurred una. 


umouſly for any time in the fame pation, 
:aprice, or Unaccountable whim? or was 
ever known that any plurality of human 
creatures ever ated conjunctly but fro 

valgar and obvious motives of inte 


ſafety, or pleaſure ? 


To be more particular, was it 
Vn that two footpads, alter ha 
e a robbery for w hich they v 
both liable to be hanged, inftcad of flying 


& 


from the watch, or battering the eull of 


— 


d 2 


e oh hed perſon 52 ith tt 0 17 clubs, ro Pre. 14 
1 3 in ju Sh nt againſt them, 
r made the robbe d perſon a partner in 


. 


* . 


Vas it eve Know n that two ru flians 
a q N 1. 3 8 4 * 4 : * 1 4- 1% 4 
Aer 114 * 1118 Com itt 6 d a 4 100 ber \/ All 4 
£43 they had great reaſon to 401 
« murder*, did ever perſiſt in carryin 2 


"We apprehend the author allude les 0 ner bein & knocked 
n and continuing ſome hours in a ſainting fit; which, 
*AOvrAnt men, and in the dark, muſt be ar A Very great 
MANCE to death 
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benefit, they could propoſe to themſe] ves. 


people, no leſs than nine*, of bad char 
ters, and equally involved in guilt . dich 


(8) 


dor dragging the carcaſe of the m 
| perſon ten miles, with much bug and 


4480 


hazard of being met; without its 9 
poſſible for imagination to ſuggc lt any 


LL 


5 


by this enterprize? 
Was it ever read in any of the record; 
niquity, that an old bawd and her aſſo 
were {© 1 ignorant of their own trad: 
Sink of winning a young gil to th 
of lewdneſs by hunger and cc or 
fe the price of her beauty by ſta: vil 
black 1 in the face? 
Was it ever known that a number of 


-— 


— 


already amounted to felony, and was 


quiet and unanimous in their rue pro. 


ceedings for the ſpace of 28 nn 
Was it ever known that ſuch a numb: 


of 's retches ever choſe, for the 3 of (ac l 


a tragedy, a room opening into the 
of a public bawdy houſe, upon a ol 


* Sec Mr, Fielding's i a: p. 45 


49 


public highway, with a korſepond antir 
its window, without any guard, or the 
ſmalleſt attention to the priſoner, whoſe 
dying groan might have drein them all 
to the gallows? 


Was it ever known that a whole let of 
neople gwlty of ſuch crimes, remaint 


quietly to be ſeized by the officers of juſtice. 


two days after they knew their guilt was 
diſcovered; and knew at the ſam: ime 
that the badneſs of their character: ould 


make the ſlighteſt evidence be iuffic 
their conviction ? 


Any one of the circumſtances, alluded to 
in the foregoing queries, would be ſuffi 


cent to throw an air of falſhood upon 4 

tory, altho' likely in every other particular. 

at ihall we ſay, then, of a {tory which 
compoſed altogether of fuch circum- 


ances? Nothing, but that either the cir- 


. eumitances are falſe, or that God Almight- 
has created a ſet of people at Enfield Waſh, 
totally different in all their deſires, fears, 
paſlions, and apprchenſions, from the reſt 
| Of mankind, 


1 fay 
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1 fay nothing of the improbabili: 


the 


girl's returning ten miles, 


throu⸗ 


train of Open inns, and gentlemens houses 


without ſeeking relief from her hun 
reſt for her weakneſs, or protection Hon 
her murderers, who ſhe had the irons 


:afon to believe were hard +: 


it of her; 


Particu ularities of temper, and und 


ir 18 1 


| for 


auch la ge ſocieties are inf uenced 
much certa! 


„ ot. E439 0 
Fo 1 4 like 


becauſe, there are . 


1 particular Pe erſons, as to a. 


2 1 rnoſt 


neral laws 


LILY: 
* 


deviation in ther: 


Of | human nature 


nty and uniformity. 


reaſon I will omit tro. 


your L ordſhip, with a repetition ©: 


various phyſical improbabilities, whi 
you have already been informed of by 


ſeveral of t 


particularly by Mr. Dodd's; that | 


come to a new ſet of improbabilities, the. 
have been hitherto overlooked. Theic 


wy 


he pamphlets I have ſent F Gu 


: fi. 
: #1 


2 "od ih, 
FA 
F # SS 0 
oy 


not, like the reſt, improbabilities, a 
from what Canning told of her ſtory, >: 


from 


what ſhe did not tell. 


{OIL 
* £0 
Cee. 
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1 
To explain what I mean by this, it is 
neceflary, that I ſhould give you a few 
lines upon the theory of lying; an art, 
of which, in your moſt infant years, you 
never knew the practice. And ſurely, 


if 2 man were to thank the Greer of all. 


good, for any one bleffing more than ano- 


| upon him a heart utterly un-inclined to 
| deceit, with an underſtanding to conceive 


the miſerable conſequences of it. 
ali the trades under the fun, that ' * 
who expects to be believed, 15 the 11 


ificult. This ariſes from many cauſes, | 


| but I ſhall only mention one, as it is 


necellary for my. preſent 1 purpoſe: and that 
is the difficulty of m anaging With regard 


o circumſtances in general ; which it is 
equally dangerous to inſert, or to let 


alone. If a he is made circumſtantial, 


Wich the names and deſcriptions of per- 
ſons, places, dates, and other furniture, 
i will be plauſible and gain a 
credit; but then every one of thoſe 
e which at ſirſt gave it 

authority, 


ha r, it ought to be for having beſtowed 
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ſwer this, ſhe has told us, ſhe was in a fl. 


and perhaps it had been prudent in 
to have ſaid, her fit continued all th 
time ſhe remained in Wells's houſe. |! 

| the had, it would have only made a a 
phyſical oddity, to be accounted for 0 


En) 


authority, may adminiſter means of tr... nov 
ing, and diſcovering its falſhood, days 11 
If to avoid this, the relater give: gs give tl 
names of perſons, places, or particulari. it: altl 
ties, the ſtory will juſtly be look d 101 ME 1 large 
as a lie from the begimung. that v 
Upon this principle ariſes thoſe quer. | 40 
been 


oncerning the ſtory of Canning, 6 1 

nnted above, ſuch as, 
How came ſhe to be ſo bare in her rc 
the various incidents, that muſt 


Land \ 
while 


pere d between Meorfields and . MALA 
1 . | „ * = 1 beim 

dur ng which | journey, ther 6 mil | [ = 

1 1 


ave been many things both ſaid and done 


by the two ruffians ſhe deſcribed? To an. Ml count 


5 vo, 
15 urged 
a1 KA 


hy e 


Mr. Dodd, and I ſhould have had 

more queſtions of this fort to aſk. Buy at 
unhappily ſhe has not left herſelf 
means of evaſion, 


(612) 
How came it then, that ſhe liv'd 28 
dars in Wells houſe, without being able to 


zive the leaſt account of what paſſed in 


i: altho' ſhe had an opportunity, through 
nlarge hole, to ſee and hear every thing 


mat was done in the kitchen; a place 


| which, at that time of the year, muſt have 


been the moſt frequented in the hout?, | 
and where there muſt have always been 
licht to diſcover to her their motions 


vhile the darkneſs of the hay-loft wor, 


aways take away all fear of her curioſity A 


being obſerv'd ? 


How comes it, that ſhe gave no ac- 


count of Fortune Natus and his wife Sarah, 


ho, by the evidence of V. Hall, ſtill 
[urged to be true by her and her friends, 


| ay every night in that kitchen ? 
| To abridge the enquiry, and reduce it 


[to a ſhorter catechiſm, What happen'd 
to E1zabeth Canning, during the fix hours 
and a half that ſhe was upon the road 
I be twixt Moorfields and Enfield? Her 
on account will inform your Lordſhip: 


SOTUING, 


What 
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What happen'd in the whole Eon 7, 
remain'd in mother Mellis kitchen Ne, 
to NoTuinG. _ 

What e to her during the 23 
days that ſhe was confined in myth; 
Vells's houſe ? NoTuins. 


What happen d to her during d 


41 


N. 
Next 


hours that ſhe was upon the road iro 


?xfeld to her mother's houſe ? None 
Never ſure was there a hiſtory that {tc 
1n need of abridgment. But a 


e ſhould muſter out a catalogue of 


Imp. vbabilities attending this affair, more 


numerous than that of the ſtars, . 


Mr. Fielding very juſtly obſerves, tere“ 
no impoflibili:y in it; 


ly incredible in itſelf, may become the 


object of belief, by proper evidence, tlut 
may make the belief of its being 
more caſy than the belief of its bems 


falſe. 


Accordingly we find, that lune of C 


ning's advocates have endeavoured to p- 
poſe improbability againſt improhability; 
and have urged, that ſuppoſing her 


and altho' utrer-: 


(15 } 
o be falſe, we are put to 4s great a diffi- 
mtv to account for her motives. a8 Wwe 


3 account for thoſęe of Squires, and 
. as ow Rs I . 8 
ber aſſociates, when we ſuppoſe it. to be 


24 
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This proceeds, in great meaſure, from 


fan Yerhicial, and hear-ſay manner, in 

* ES . 5 

which they receive the ſtory from one 
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bother, without looking narrowly into 
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Lordibip, hear ſome of thoſe good 
people, ee then alelve: wy with Cl \UhCule 
ies of their own ra ang „and alk i 19 
bueſtions, hich can admit of no anſwers 
but what have much the air of croſs pur- 


poſes. For inſtance, 


— 


— 


. * 5 ; my = 3 Py i 5 4 A 4 
4 JU It # 1 64 y {, 644 C * UC „ 730M, 140 2E. 7 4 
* * > ; 


T1711 7 7 7. IK 77 | . 
e Fa + [bs 4 44.4 : i 5 577.4 & \ 1b " 3 H " 70 70 ; 
\ 1 5 % (1/7 {4 45 0 # i 57 3 * E 4 A { LEP 4 2 | IU 2 'S * . 627. 


* 
F 4 
* * 


he Orig mal aud authentic accounts 
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C10): 
Tf fore never had been in Wells 
bow came the fo exattly to deſcribe 1; 
Anſwer. She did not deſcribe i; 
How could fhe fix upon a place fo /. 
home, and where z appears /t e never be 
been before? 
Anſwer. She did not fix vpon it 
How could a young girl of «+ 
taratler, be 2 wanton cruel, (13 19 
wm a defign, of taking away !' ly 


2 


f fo many people, who had new th, 
hey ? e „„ all t 
Anſwer, She never had any dci;nMll in y 
_ againſt them, or their lives. | tim 
How could ſo young, and fim , 7 
contrive fo artful a flory? tori 
Anſwer. It is not an artful, but ol ©: 
the contrary, an exceeding. aid ſtory, WR mor 
An artful ſtory, is ſuch a ry -» (001 
Jones, where the incidents are fo various, ll tract 
and yet {0 conſiſtent With eee ö. * 78 q 
with nature, that the more the reader B Eng 


acquainted with nature, the mor Hes. 
deceived into a belief of its being tr | be 
18 with difficulty ec all'd from t that belle bric! 


1 


b the author's confeſſion from time to 


time of its being all a fiction. But what 


s there plauſible in the adventures of 


| I'nfeld I. 26 Wh rat 18 there ſtrange or 


PRI fancied in the incidents of 
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the varet » f the e incidents, which ONE 


their ftrangeneſs to the ſenſeleſs manner 
in which they have been, with reſpect to 


time and place, jumbled together. 


There is not! ning fur pr, ng in fuch 


tories, except their meeting with any de- 


pree of belief; and thas ſurpriſe com- 


* 


10 
of 


coolly to examine into their origin, and 
trace chem to their fountain head. 

A wild Indian, ſuddenly landed in 
Egland, would think the firſt houſe he 
Haw of four ſtories high, a work more 


(] | A '» AY 8 *. 
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nan human. But after 1 57 4 


bricklayer for half an hour, and ſceing 
| | 6 na 
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monly ceaſes, whenever we ſet ourſelves 


rr 


48) 
that this ſtupendous fabric was morn «(| 
up only by laying. one brick quict!y !, 
the fide of another, his wonder c-f; 
and, inſtead of four ſtories, he wo.;; 


not be ſurpriſed at a houſe of four »1/ 


_ twenty, 2 Hh 

Let us therefore, my Lord, en 
to follow the affair of Canning, brick by; 
brick, and ſee whether we cannot, 
ruly, at leaſt probably and caſily, accom 


for every ſtep of her conduct, and e. 
wiſe for all the belief that attend 4 her 
relation, without being obliged to -; 
the leaſt credit to any one circumſtand- 


contain' d in it ; each of which, 2 
already ſhewn, carries the word 
great letters upon its forchead, 

In doing this I thall diſtinguiſſ, 
different character, what 1 relate cer- 


tain facts, from thoſe conjectures of 1 


how ſimple and few thoſe conjectures a 


and that 1 may not ſeem to 1mpois 1) 
own perſonal credit and opinion 
OY . Foul 


on that are neceſſary for their £0 
nection; that you may yourſcli juz 


( 19 ) 


your Lordſhip, while I am endea ouring 


to inſpire you with a diffidence {Or per- 


ſonal credit and opinion in general. 
Fiſt, then, it 4s certain that E. Cars 


119 Was ming from the 1/t of J fanuary al 


till the 29th at ten o'clock at night, 
when ſhe came ts ver mother's oufe, Where 
ſhe was during this interval of time, or in 
what manne: employed, We oo not pre- 
tend 0 have duc er'd, "for it en aud 


N 


"x and 1 e V nal be an end of 


1 


3 4 a ve — 2 | * ** 2 * 7 * io MY 1 * N 
ther 10 0 intelligence 0) that 101 1 has 


been receiypd. In the mean time it is 


lukticient, that there are various w 15s of 


employing a month, beſides walking up 


and down in mother Wells's hay-loft. 
And if My good friend Sir , and 


the Doctor, ſhould inſiſt upon its being 
as difficult to conceive her being any 


where elſe, as to believe the truth of 
what ſhe relates; and that no conjecture 
cars account for the miſerable ſtate in 


which, it is faid, ſhe return d; it may 
* not 
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all reaſoning upon the ſubject. But 
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not be amifs to hint to them that 


are ſuch diſtempers as lyings-in and 
carriages, to which young ſervant- 


of eighteen are very much ſubject. 
ſtempers that will hold them as long 


reduce them as low as has bcen rela: 


E. Canning ) efpecially if attende«! 


'nurſed in the manner we may caſt]y . 
poſe - her to have been. It may no 


amiſs to hint, that thirteen ſhilling 1 


{1x-pence,' with the ſale of a gown and 
of ſtays, is hardly more than ſufficient 
defray the expences of ſuch an opera! 

even altho' no part of it was expen!<! in 
a chriſtening, a wet nurſe, or a coli; 


which, not to continue any idea of t: 


in your Lordihip's imagination, 


have been all provided by that mof: 


it that the people with whom the pa. 


* 


1 * * 
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this month do not make the diſco 


when by letting it alone they facrihce" t! 


life of an innocent perſon? Bur 4! 
eaſily accounted for, by ſuppoſing t!« 
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involved with Canning in fome guilt, 


which makes their own preſervation de- 


nend upon. their fecrecy, or that their 
friendſhip for her makes them preter her 


Aafety and character to the life of an old 


gipſe y. When we ſee hardly a Seſſions paſs 
at the Old-Bailey, without inſtances of 
wretches hazarding their ſalvation in the 
next world; and, what touches them much 


nearer, their ears in this, by per) a 


themſelves to bring off their companio 

| we ought not to wonder if the tame mo- 

| tives ſhould incline them to ſtay at home, 

when for ſo doing the law has ordai nd 

10 puniſhment. $09 
Nothing of all this is pretended to be 


F 


but it is, what t the common ſtory 15 


, E tremely credible in iti If; being no 
wits contradictor J. tO Our ex perienc e ot the 


actions, paſſions and intereſts of man- 
1 
Yi 


1 
„ 
Nie 
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no wie os TE, to the moral 


phenomena related of E. Canniug's cha- 
racter by Mr. Fielding and her friends; 


and no wile cont raddictory to certam 


C3 phytical 


0 22) 
phyſical phenomena of her health, re. 
lated by Mr. Dodd; who, tho but an m. 
different logician, ſeems to be a Very care. 
ful enquirer into things that relate mo: 
particularly to his own profeſſion. 

A month ef weeks, as ſhe calls it, being | 
ſpent | in ſome ſuch manner, [be makes a thi 
ſhift, with her firſt recovery of ftreng'!!, * 

to craul home to ber mother's 1 6 555 
colour d, kan, weak, and in an iid g, WR © 
and cap (or handkerchief) that did not be- = 
| long to her. The firſt queſtions were, no | 116 
doubt, Where have you been? How Came | <0! 
Wi | Jou into this frightful condition ? Whit | 
1 is become of your cloaths? Theſe ase WM the 
queries that the knew would be put | 
her at her return, and it was necellary t« oy 
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have ſome ſort of an anſwer to them; 

ſhe muſt, by her ſilence, have paſs d 

a whore, and have been excluded from 
every honeſt family, What could 
anſwer ? She could not tell them what 
ſuppoſe to be the truth; and any ex 


#* Mr. Deal. phyſical account, page 14. 


(23) 
altho' it ſhould not be believed, was bet- 
ter than none. 

%e therefore behaved with as much 
conduct and diſcretion as her unhappy 
\-yation would allow, and told them a 
lie, ſo general and void of circumſtances, 


that ſhe had reaſon to imagine it could 


be farther traced, and fo her cha- 
acter would remain at leaſt in a ſtate of 
doubt; which was gaining a great point 
15 things s ſtood with her at the time. Her 
ie req aired no fort of invention, and only 


conſiſted of dry anſwers to the neceſſary 


af 1 4 Þ | {> yoga | q 4 10 | %* i c 7 + 
queſtions that were atked ner, viz. Toat 


ge had been robb'd of ber cloaths and money, 
carried ſome miles out of torun, and confined 
with ard! y OY vie ads or drink , 1 A dark 
empty room. This was the moſt particular 


Jelcription ſhe could give of her place of 


J ned at VFC 
PUVIEY, and Was 4 VIV bund direction 


| for thoſe who might go in ſearch on It, 
ohe probably thought herfelt no leſs ſafe 
n ſaying, that it was Renta Hear the 
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could ſhe 1 imagine, that there wa. 


perſon in the world fo ſagacious as tr 
able to tell from the above deſcriptio!: 
which of all the houſes upon the H 


road ſhe had been a priſoner? But he 
was miſtaken, and may perhaps ſom: 
repent her having been fo deſcriptiv 
either the firſe night, or early 0 | 
ng, one of her friends mentioned the t 
Hot her Wells, jhe being «© mo 


woman *, 


+ Phi bererend or of the letter is fuppoſs, 
. 


to allude to a caſe publiſh d by Canzing's friend: 


after her return; which, for the Aeta ctien of the po 


we ſhall ſubjoin entire. As likewiſe a paragraph 


the London. Dai! J At wertijer „ of Weanefaay the 31, 


— 


which muſt have beer: ſent to the printer the 

after ſhe came home; and by which it appears, t. 
friends had fixed upon Nelli, and her houſe, before. 
them had been down at Enfield to g either, or 
fore they had been with the ſitung aicerman, 


ITbe CASE of Elizabeth Cong. 
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Vas returning home in the evening of the lame 
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was {c1zcd by two Juſt 7 eus in Moore las, dit 
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The innocent countenance and diſtreſſ- 


d appearance of the girl, joined with her 


* 


the gates of Betblebem hoſpital After they had rifled her 


pockets, they took her into the middle walk of the ſaid 
helds, where they ſtripped her of her gown, apron, hat, 
e. She crying out, murder! one of the fellows ſtruck 


her on the right temple, which immediately) deprived her 


of her ſenſes, When ihe recovered, ſhe found herſelf in 
un open road between the two robbers, who ſoon con- 
vev'd her to a houſe,” in which the {ſaw an old woman and 
two young ones. The old woman told het if ſhe Would 
do as they did; (which was whoring and thieving) the 
gold want for nuthin: But upon her refaſal, the old 
woman cut off her ſtays, and then forced her up a pair of 


throat if ſhe made the lealt nniſe.  - She was then con- 
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port her, during the Whole time of her confinement, and 
7 te pay to lie on, On the 29th of January (ho eſcaped, 
by making @ bole in the board; of the window, about four 
clock in che afternoon, and came to her mother's houſe; 
bout ten at night, in a moſt miſerable condition 
en this unhappy „Gang woman was atked where ne 
en, the could give 15 other account than that the had 
cer confined in a houſe on the Hert/ord/ire road, which 
ne new, by ſeeing the coachman who drove her miſtreſa 
2,0 that country pais b , through a hole of the window, 
due houſe of chat notorious woman, well known by 
ame of mother Hell, between Enfield Wah and 
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her 


good 


Hairs, with horrid imprecations, and threatning to cut her 


ale and mouldy cruſts, and a gallon of water to ſup- 
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power of examination; fo that they n+. 


tale, and were only ſolicitous to- 


children and relations, who are equally Lable to o 
mhuman and cruel uſage, the beforemention«: + 


of food, nothing having paſſed through her, free 


When ſhe had an urinary evacuation. All theſc WR _. 


— — — — 
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26 
good character, had from e very fir eh 
an effect upon the good people 
neighbourhood,” as to deprive then, 


| Lanny 


horeſt 


ver doubted the truth of her ridiculy. 


her miraculous eſcape, is worthy the compaſſio 
charitable contributions of all public-ſpirited pc 
every one who has any regard for the ſafety of their oy 


Fs. 


verſon; who fince her eſcape f m the houſe of thai mer. 
ter of 4 woman, has been in a moſt deplorable 
on; the whole courſe of nature, having as it w. lee; 
put out of its uſual action; the has, through her un. 
mon and crue! uſage, been deprived of the natural cel 
firſt hurried away in the manner before mention but | 
the art and indefatigable pains of the phyſician “sn i 5 
thecary Who attended her, till the 7th of $ 


ances being duly confidered, it is not doubted but 2 
ſcription, or contribution will ſoon be raiſed, 39 d 
the perſons who have undertaken to detect this not 0110s oi 
gang, to profecute their good intention with the ut 
vigour, as ſuch a neft of villains is of the greatet g On 

to the ſafety of all his majeſty's good ſubjects. [i 


The truth of the above mentioned facts, 
names are under written, (inhabitants in and at 
gnenhury Peflerrn, who have known the above | 
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who were the wretches who had thus 


ibuted her; and no ſooner was the name % 


Wells 


{:32in; from her birth, to have always been a very ſober, 
boeh and induſtrious girl) arc ready to atteſt, 

Francis Roberts, 
Thema; Miles. 
Fohn Mar hall, 
Robert Gerrard, 
Jaſper Bruder. 
Toms King. 


needie-Street; at Lloyd's Coffee-Fonſe in Lombard. 
Direct; at St. Dunſtan 5 Coffee- houſe 1 in Fleet Street ; 
at Mr. Says, Printer in Newgate-$1rext ; and at 
Mr. Francis Roberts in Aldermanbury Pj? is, WO 


iccutions, 


/ 


th. 1753 2 Virtue Hall, one of the women {worn to 
worſt „ful Juſtice Fielding. 


Paragraph from the London Daily Advertiſer of Wed- 


neſday Jan. 31. 


Monday night the young woman, Who o was adver- 
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ume in the ex _ came home to her mother, who lives 
er minbury Poſtern, and gave the following extraor: 
count of her being forced away and detained, 


i. 


Caſes may be had gratis, and donations are takes 
in at the Roel Exchange Coffee-Houſe in Threads 


is appointed '{'reaſurer for . on the pro. 


by Flrzabeth Canning, made 3 cuntetiion before the 


left in Hound/atich aon New Year's day laſt, about 


Se had been at Sait fel, 6 Baus. HEAT. Rojemary-lant, my 
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/ ens ſuggeſted, though only Run Hein 


rains, but they were ſure that bor 


was the ſcene of all this villany. Here {| 
doubt and reaſon took their flight, 
left nothing to direct the conduct o 


well-meaning ſubftantial tradeſmen. 


pailion and enthuſiaſm. 
To confirm their belief of wha! 


no longer doubted, thoſe who kne 
thing of We!ls's houſe or its ſituation 


ed her queſtions concerning it; to 


as ſhe might plainly perceive the 


ſes h her uncle and aunt, who came with her as *: 
Witeh. in her way home, where the defired them 
She went from theace into Moorfelds by B. e. 
as the nigheſt way home; there ſhe was nete M 
by two fellows, who pulled off her hat aid crown 
her apion, then gagged ker, and threatened be 


Ter imprecations if fie cried ou: to cut ber thro: 


then forcibly carried her to Enfield; to a hou: 


one mother Melle, near the Faſo by the ten ww! 


which place they reached about four o'clock in 


ing. The | lows left her in that houſe, and fic 
ſeen them hnce, The woman 25 the houte bn mediat 


cut off her ſtays with her own han Is, and wit 

eſt EXeCrations forced her into A room, = "IN 
kept upon bread and water. She broke her W. 
a window almoſt naked, and in chat wretchec 


came home. She left ſeveral unhappy ' voung nnen 
the houſe, whoſe misfortung ſhe has provident:?!! 
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AMWa s anſwered, Yes Es. "By wh ich means 
[he might Poſlibly have been furnished 
Veith ſorne little knovilec ge of "Wane {ſhe 
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hod of proceeding is not only natural 
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Ee now -ealy it would be to account 
Tr her giving fome An relating 


us 


2 place which ſhe never was near, even 


betore the was carried down . 5 15 in caſe 


7 


YArticuais 


he had given any ſuch pa 
Nach it however does not appear ſhi 


4 4 
1 o 


% by any thing that ber friends have 


bed with. a friendly intention, and 
rot with any defign to entrap her, ſhe 
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30 
yet publiſhed, or that they lay d 
jury. 

However, her compaſſionateg 
bours thus heated and perſuadee : 
their own evidence of the gu no FF 
and the truth of Cannings ſtory ik # 
the Medneſday morning , 5 71 ; wm lod, 
the poor creature ts m—_ Tp 5 55 . 
N 2 Chitty the fitting elder in orga 
| to the proſecution of Wells « tad ber 
for the defr ing of which a fil, 
Was / of on 8 

95 Fig morning x the ” o, Can 
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0 . na fer a 5 their neigh! 


11. it | borfeback, ts examine into the fo 7; 
| 10 apprehend the Pn An ol 
| a __ will appear how little Canning 
| quainted with her month's aboc | 
[1 _ although Mr, Adamſou was fo good nalin 
8 cel as to he there an hour or an bow «id 
bal, before the coach arrived; an! 
een the roam rode back to A, Can 


bours, 
inpat 
uaſior 
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f Ts veral queſtions Concer ning 1 
| | 25 _ were no o doubt aſked and anſwer 


1371 


manner 1 have alread y mentioned. Tet, 


wHwirhlanding all bis queſtzons fhe was fo 


rant, that after being ſeated ſome. time 


® HO drefſer of the kitchen into which the 


ii place of her confinement 2 Jet ſat ener 
id, That is te room. But, as Mr. dane 
4 fo. 9 TUCS on to def oe. 47 ter paving be 
wirried up (through a paſlage) do exam 
like houſe, ſhe ſaid none of the rooms fhe nat 

e the room in which ſbe was Confined. 
Then I afeed i there were amy other rooms; 


fre been 47 21 5 but fd RG lay lo then, 5 0. 
whe { bad et. 1d | 70 fee if [hg neu 14 ya 7, 


K gy 7 7 TCC Es 
WC 7 209 27 Sieb 1 45 10 „% Gu FA ol. ＋ 
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in all the depoſitions of the jnew!:- 
bours, beſides an extreme eagerneſs and 


whon, there appears great credulity ang 
Implicity, particularly in this of Adalon, 


* $92 the Setlons Paper, p. 114. 
Canning 


rom opened, which fhe bas fince fur m to 


ter faid, yes; out of the fitchen (1 had be. 


We bad ber up into it. obe faid, This i, the 


npatience to communicate their on per- 


Who certainly did not mean 40 inſtrudt 
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the made her eſcape, in hopes all che 


1 


Canning by his returning back . 


her; for if he had meant that, he yi 


not only have afked her ) fe 4 


any hay in it, or a chimney in . e. 
ner, but he would have aſked] 


did not go out of the kitchen; 998 ich! 

he would have ſaved her the fat of 

ſearching throug h all the rooms the 

other ſide of the pallage, and of jeiting 

herſelf be ſtupidly dragg d up to the pars 
| 


rets to find the window - throu!: oh whid 


while of ſeeing a room with hay in it, of 


which ſhe had received the hint thel 

road; and by chat ſingle queſtion colt 
cerning the door, would have ena 
to point to it as ſoon as ever {tc tere 
the kitchen, 


In ſhort, my Lord, it does not 2pyex 


Aitinctiy from any of the e bib 
duced at the Old Bailey, that Connint 
knew any thing at all of this r 0 
ſhe was led into it by Mr. Adamn; out 
that it was then, for the firit ti 


was furniſhed with the Kknowic' Ze 0 
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33 ] 
thi ie particulars, which the afterwards 
put into her Sehen before the juſtices, 
and the jury, at the trial. Such as he 


hay. the 1 mney in tf DE CUT MET > {he docs 


g /* 11 | 3 | 
mt of the kitchen, the ſaddle, the ba- 
„ : 7 . 
n, and tÞe tobacco WOW ;, and of eve 
1 3 4 
ching but e ug, which, I ſuppoſe 
ly 3 oo? 3 
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_ : ; 4 Ke 
[i to be found in every houſe upon the 
road, and ſeems to be the only mark, be- 
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Squires aud Wells fo priſon. 


human weakneſs and folly in the 
- proceeding, I cannot forbear extend» 


do not ſee, when thus detected, hat l 
has been guilty of the blacheſi, maſt pr. 
tated, and audactous perjury, levelled ©5114) 
the lives of ſeveral innocent perſons, 2: . 

Fielding would repreſent it. Iher 


voluntary in any of the proceed! 
Canning againſt Squires and her 


out the leaſt view beyond that £07 (in; 
| herſelf at a time when her conduct 


followed was entirely owing to the mncon 


(34) 
«v ells's family were put into a cart an +; 
ried in triumph before Juſtice I vihm, 1 
whe, upon the cath of Canning, and: 
curring teſtimony of her friends, com, 


And here, ſeeing nothing worſc 


tenderneſs to the poor creature 
falſhood I am endeavouring to dete 


not appear any thing premeditated or ven 
nions. We ſe only a he calculated 


greatly in need of an excuſe. A! al 


ſiderate zeal of her friends, Which 
at firſt have given her infinite com 


( 35) 


:Hherng her ort of a deſperate plunge; and 
which ſhe durſt not afterwards check, by 


rentions, for fear of throwing her affairs 


ther warmth had drawn thera. So that, 


an unavoidable train, ſhe was, in a man- 


ner, forced to confirm by perjury that lie 
which the had been forced to make. I ſay 
forced; for in caſes where an affirmation 


gult, it can never be reckoned voluntary; 


and is far from being ſo in the eye of the 
| law, which has ever that tender regard to 
| the fouls of men, as not to allow an oath 
| to be adminiſtered to thoſe, who are ſuſ- 


| or cl haracters, to be under any ſuch temp- 
| tation of perjuring themſc We. 

| Upon che 61h of February Mr. Fielding, 
| « the earneſt deſine of Mr. Salt the attorney, 
andertook to examine into the affair. And 
; "xt day Canning was brought before him, 


not concurring with them in all their in- 


back into that fuſpicious ſtate out of which | 


| or oath is offered, manifeſtly to acquit the 
| perion who makes it of ſome {uppoſed 


pected, from a regard to their own lives 


with ber information. ready drawn up by 
ö 5 Ds Mr. f 


fats . 2 * 1 wats * * . © 3 


— — — —cẽ — 2 


(36) 


ar. Salt, to which ſhe fwore and? by 


mark in his preſence *. 
But Mr. Salt, being a lawyer, knew thy 
the law required two witneſſes in or. 


go = — 


condemn any perſon of a capital offe: 


cm -, 


So 8 warrant was ird tu apprebend ' 
Hall, wh, or the 13 7 0 after ſom 


. FS #47) 7 
andy te - —2 


_— "A 


5 4 - — * — 2 
N — 2 3 
e 7 . — _ . 8 % * ** 9 
2 Rd — or „„ e eee e eee — 
25 a 8 Mo 
* g * N 3 ww, i _— * 


8 * b 
N ey. 
nnn 


r 


See Mr. Fielding's pamphlet, page 32, &c. 


4 Previous to this examination of the 13th, her 


} | tranſcribed out of Mr. Fie/ding's Pamphlet, the 

F to have been one on the 8th, Which has not fall 

: the nonuce of the Author of this letter, nor ment; 
| || Mr. Fielding, tho' we learn it from the poltſ th 
1 [ | caſe of Elizabeth Canning already . and 
| { i following paragraph in the Publ, lic © Advertiſer c of Frid: 

| | * gth of February. | 

| On Wedneſday laſt, at the earneſt defire © 
#1} 1 | cutor, Mr. Juſtice Fielding undertook to examin 
1 | i robbery of the girl, who, in the beginning of 7a) 


tt | 8 after having been robbed in Mogr-fields, was 
wh | two men to a houle in Ex feld. Mars, where f= 
F of her ſtaye, and then confined in a miſerable 
i! . a month, with no other ſuſtenance than a quarter 
| a pitcher of water. On Thurſday evening a gu 


+ 


1 in the houſe, and who was apprehended by a warfen from 
the juſtice, was brought before him, and was 
449 dation 8 {ix till twelve at. Night; when, a, "> N 


| 

3 
i it 6 £ hard firuggles and out de nials of the truth, the 
1 conſe//ed the Whole; by which means it 15 
ii f r | | but that all the attors of that cruel icene wil! 
410% | 


to tre fate they deſerve. 
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( 37 | 

Yftice Fielding s preſence, in fears ond in 
5 ſenſe ing condition. Upon this he endea:s baue 5 
comfort her, ſaying; Child, you need not le 
under any fear or aßprebenſſon, for if you 
ell tell us the whole truth of the affair, I 
Will give you my word and honour, as far as 
17 , in my pccuer, to protest voti. She An- 
ſibe fed, ſhe val tell the whole truth. But, 
£4 {he Tuſtice continued to examine . 777 
the kindeft manner, fhe was guilty of fo many 
prevarications and contfadiclisus, that he told 
her he «would examine her no long r, and would 
lea? her to ſand or fall by the evide nce again{? 
bor; and, at the ſame time » adviſed Ar. Salt 

I 91 Cle her AS A felon, ic ge her US Tas the 
8 v Woman. Upon hearing that et 70 
be proſecuted as a felon, and that her life 

was to be left to the evidence of perſons, 
* 5 ſhe muſt think actuated either by the 
bigheſt degree of madneſs or wickednels ; 
het thought it was better to truſt to Juſtice 
Peiding's word of honour than their evi- 
INE] and fail ſhe world tell the 4 He truth, | 
99 aſter ofting her a fer 1 aueNions, which he 
fa 5 ſhe anſwered With more appear ance of 


D 3 truth 
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truth than ſhe bad done before, he fent her 544 


(a3). 


with My. Salt the attorney, who in tbr ko i”; 
returned with an information in writins, :; 


4 


which fhe ſwore and ſet ber mark 6/4; 


Juſtice Fielding. 


That 1 may not W your Lord ; 


ſhip with any repetitions, I ſhall ; 
my remarks upon the evidence of . 
ue Hall, till things come before te 
Old Bailey and ſhall only lay here, that 
it was no other than what, bating dhe 


ſtile, ſhe might have made, withou t the 


| help of Mr Salt; being only A repei! ition 
of the few circumſtances, before rel; ted 


by Canning; and which had been, a 


fortnight preceding, the converſation 0 
every alchouſe within the bills of m0!- 
tality. 


That Juſtice Tſim: maker and Juſtice /, 
ing might be miſled by the ſimple manner 10 


Canning is very poſſible. It is likewiſe pot 


ble, that thoſe who cenſure them forii his 
time, cenſure them umproperly, by. being 
acquainted with circumſtances, relatin 7 i 
the affair Unknown to thoſe agil ates, 


8s J1F 
„ 44 


„ 

The Event has abundantly juſtified their 
onduct; ſince, uhether the ſtory turns out 
to be true or falſe, the 5, earances which 
are thought jufficient, in a court of juſtice 
{ fair and ſo merciful as the Od Bailey, to 
condemn the accuſed, muſt be more than 


ſufficient to take off any cenſure from a 


luftice of peace for the commitment. 
Let us therefore proceed to the trial, 


where your Lordſhip will fee a degree of 


carebeſsneſs, which cannot be accounted 


for upon any other principle but the force 


of prepoſſeſſion; which ſerved thoſe con- 


cerned as an INWARD EVIDENCE of the 
rypſy's guilt, and made them think any 


enquiry needleſs, farther than the meer 
forms of law required. 

And yet, perhaps the Old Bailey never 
ſav a trial where there were, prima farte, 
more circumſtances to render the accuſa- 
tion ſuſpicious. . For beſides the number- 


leis improbabilities that appear to the dull- 
eſt and moſt ignorant in the relation of 
* the accuſer; there appear, at the firſt hear- 
ing of the two evidences, Canning and 


D 4 | Hat, 


1 
| 
= 


640 
Hall, who join in a pretended nn of the 
principal facts, circumſtances tha 
to bring their teſtimony into ful | 
and which it required lome pam s aud (14 
ſtioning to remove. ER, 
There is, in the firſt place, an agrec- 

ment and a diſagreement 3 in their relati 
which are of a quite contrary natur 
the agreement and diſagreement, vii 
are ever known toe Sift in relations! honett 
given by different perſons concerning the 
ſame tranſaction. For in account 
are delivered with truth by two difterc: 
perſons concerning the ſame affair, itt: 
will be different circumſtances conſt: 
told by the different perſons, according 
their different memories and appr ente * 
ſuggeſt them to the relators; but 

the ſame facts occur to the relators, 


never is, Or can be, any thing materi! in 

1 time different manner of relating them 

= I the Depoſitions of Canning 

118 Fall. the direct contrary appears. 
=: Hall has not added one original 

cumſtance from her own knowlc: 


(41) 

to what had been before related 
Canning, by which agreement ſhe throw 
2 glaring ſuſpicion of her evidence be- 
ing a bare repetition of what ſhe had 


neard from Canning: while, on the other 


hand, ſhe gives poſitive proofs of her ig- 
norance, by plundering and diſagreement, 
he manner of relating thoſe circum- 
tnces of which Canning had given her 


he hint. Particu arly as to the time of 


bringing in the water-jugg. 

{he doubts ariſing from theſe agree- 
ments and diſagree! nents Were very natit- 
gal and obvious, and ty eel 
much ſcrutiny, There were accordingly 
ome queſtions aſked, which received an- 
wers more tending to increaſe thoſe 
nb than to remove them. Such as, 


{ you hear any talk between them (Wells 


15 / Squires) afte 'r fhe (Canning) WAS tht 


| ts room? Hall. They took care I ao 


hngt ut little, In two other anſwers, ſhe 

Joe knew nothing of the man who c. 7191: 
ang with Squires”. on, and never fa 
2 55 er after that mght. it is ſome- 


' 
{ 


WW 4a. 


A 


3 
| 
3» 
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(42) 
What uncommon for people to be 
ners of ſo much deliberate Rp 
with fo little knowledge of one anche 
Being aſted whether ſhe bad ever f, 
tap and ragged bed gown which Can ng 
brought home with her, and ſaid {: 88 
in the grate, ſhe anſwered, No, fre new 
did. Were not theſe all proofs that + 
knowledge went no farther than 
Canning had taught her? 
Hall had moreover mentioned : 
curious circumſtance in her informa 
written by Mr. Salt; that ſbe wos thr . 
that miſſed Canning, which was on the Ii 
neſday, two nights and a complete day, after 
e had eſcaped; and this fhe repeated at !\ 
Old Bailey in theſe words. I was the f 
that miſſed her, I aſeed the gipſ; c Wl 


bat is that to you, you have no bfi, fo 
it? but durſt not go to fee if ſhe was gal. . 
if Thad, very like fhey eworld bave ferved w + 
fo. Yet this heap of abſurdities pad pd 
without one mg Rs to make ber Zi 1 of, 


cl 


645 
xs to ſee if ſte was gone, hei. 
ſhe was gone; or what elle it Was . 
meant by miſſing her, and in what man- 
ner he did / ber. 
it is impoſſible, my Lord, for two falle 
| witnelſes to ſtand a ſeparate examination 
of ten minutes, if it is done with the leaſt 
attention; without manifeſting, by their 


| examination more neceſſary than in this 
| caſe, and yet, fo far from employing it, 
| thoſe queſtions were not aſked which their 


for. As for inſtance, It was ſinorn, with 


| fantly in the kitchen for eleven weeks bee 


ears that on the 2d of January, af 4 
de morning, «hen Canning vas brought 


| of, there were only herſelf, and the other 
three women, Squires, Wells, and Wells's 


dilagreement, their ignorance of what they 
pretend to know. Never was ſeparate 


actual diſagreement ſeemed to call aloud 


| great prolixity, by Virtue Hall, hat For- 
| tur: Natus and his <oife bad lain cons 


| /ire Canning's eſcabe. In another place ſbe 


int the kitchen, wwhere ſbe had her flays cut 


| 4arughter, Was it not a moſt natural 
1 queſtion 
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them, 


in this examination, is; 


459 
have alked, | where 


thoſe queries were neglected. 


5 

Natus and his wife lay that night. 

it is plain they were neither in the hu 
nor the hay loft? 

One would imagine it was owing 
extreme hurry and ſcarcity of time : 


} 


*+4 ; 


# 
* 
c 


2353+ 47 
But Bal 


does not appear to have been entire“ 
caſe; for I have counted in the Sen; 


paper at leaſt ſix queſtions put to = 


Such as, aſking at 
How they called the plac 
Canning into, &c. 


nothing. 


ning and Hall that tend abſolute) 


Sach 


„* 


\ % 
id 


Another great INACCUracy to be obſery'd 


He anſwered, 


be 1 5 a 


Zes, they 


when prope: 
conducive queſtions were put, futterin 
the witneſs to return anſwers not at 
relative to them. 


Were. UN. t/, 


But their being 


no more 


1 


190 
{a4 4\ 


-_ 


4; 


As, for inſtance, wh. 
the court aſked Mr. Adamſon, Did 
the people ſeem unwilling to be ei 15 


And then want ON with. ne 
former narration. 


willing to be hd, was 


645 

wer to the queſtion that was atk 

f le had faid, they were unwilling to ve 
hang'd. And yet there the queſtion dropt. 
But the moſt inaccurate part of all the 
examination, and what tended chiefly to 
miſlead the court, was when the exammers 
were contented with general and ambi- 
15 ous anſwers, by which they were made 
% underſtand much more than the wit- 
neſſe s meant; who, it 18 believed, id not 
mean to decetve them. A hig 1s plainly the 
| caſe in the depoſition of Jaohm Wintlebury, 


who being alk'd, Have you gy the evi. 


60 (C anaing) / Das groen iu £0: urt? 


yy 


fol in W: int! lebur Y. { have >. DIP? gave FD 
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R. Scart Fat itkewile aniwers:to the ſame 


QUELTION, 100% heard E. Canning examin- 


£ | 


i vefore The Wen Aldermian, She gave the 
4e de 1 CUL WH! the [a 3 7975 "44 DEFes 


Theſe two witneſſes ſeemed to {ay ſome- 


1 WY qv « „ ” Te 2 . = ugh N 4 % / ＋ : 65 1 
thing very ſatisfactory to the court; but, 
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had been made to explain 

ſebres, it would have all vaniſhed aw I 
..- For they, by this general anſwer, rn 
1 no more than that what fhe {aid e. 
9 | . Chitty, the ſitting Alderman, did not 
"= cContradict her evidence before the 
9 1 but the court certainly underſtood by t. 
i that ſhe had given as full an evidene 
=. hen, with regard to particulars, as 
= did at the Old. Bailey, This ambi gg 
which I dare ſay helped very much 
forward the belief of Canning s ſtory, 1nd 
the Gipſy” a condemnation, would ee 
been eaſily removed, by i the follow 
ing queſtions. 


Did Canning, when before the bitt g 


* 


Alderman, give any particular deſcripti 
of the room in which the had ws 1 
confined ?. | 

Did ſhe mention any his bil in 

Did ſhe deſcribe a chiraney in the ccc .; 

Did ſhe mention any other furniture 

ſides the jugg? 33 
Did ſhe mention che ſaddle and tlic 
baſon. : r 
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Did ſhe mention the tobac. 
lich, being of ſo particular a wc... 
yould have been ſufficient in itſelf to nave = 
rroved her having been in the oom, where 
was afterwards found? 5 
Did ſhe deſcribe the ſtairs, as bein, g on 
the inde of the door, and the door Open- 
ling into the kitchen! ? 
Did ſhe ſay, the woman that cut her 
cs took the knife out of the drawer 
lof e the dreſſer ? 
theſe queſtions had been atkel, there 
P no reaſon to believe but that they 
I@ould have been all anſwer'd in the ne- 
ure, altho' the witneſſes ſeem d, in their 
general anſwer, to affirm them all, by 
Intaking the intention of the court, It 
[ould have then appear'd, that Canning, 
[: (rearing to all theſe particularities, in 
Hurt, and before the juſtices, had ſworn 
% what ſhe did not know till the day 
er the was before the fitting Alderman ; 
i conſequently, her ſtory, if it was 
E proved falſe, was, at leaſt, proved to 

ave no ſupport. from external circum» 
| „ ſtances; 
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and that it reſted barely uß 


own oath and that of Virtue V. 


nature of which has been already e 
ed. But the queſtions, as above, not 
aſked, the fact was thought to b. 5 

and the poor gipſy condemn d to death. 


The evidence of fact, as Mr. 
very juſtly obſerves, is alone fofe!y 


depended on, as it is alone incapable a, 
And vet, it was fo far from being re 
ed in this trial, that, tho' it nev: 


pear'd ſtronger upon any occaſion 
2 paint Canning, the poor wretch , 
would have been long ago hang'd d; 


ſentence, which NO £ videntia ret Wet: 


able of reſpiting, had not been rej; 


Of ſuch weight is perſonal author:t 


oppotition to-realon and experience. 


is the credit of oaths, in this 1an« 
perjury. 
Thus, my Lord, I have run ove: 
as few words as 1 could, the pros 
circumſtances that mark the incred:v/!1 


of Cont! '7'S relatio! 


— 
— we 


the oath of an acknowledged perfureg: 
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( 49 ) 

Y which it acquir'd credit; and fou 
the moſt obvious omiſſions, which preven, 
ed thoſe falſhoods and nuſtakes from en 5 


dctected, at the trial. And, I muſt own 


that, altho I am not at all fond of writing, 
was glad that your curiofity furniſhed 

me with an opportunity of writing upon 

this ſubject to your Lordſhip, to whom I] 


am bound by many ties of duty and af- 


fection. For this is not barely an en- 
quiry concerning a pair of old ſtays, or 
the bad diet of a ſervant wench; nor 


| 1 CV | 
about the life of an old gipſy (tho no man 


ought to think himſelf too great to intere/} 
himſelf in the dftrette: $ of the me: 5 
but it is an enquiry of a much more in- 
tereſting kind: no leſs than 4% enquiry. 
mito the nature of moral evidence,  : the 
k 13 upon which all human fairs turn, 
and of which the true knowledge is of the 
greateſt uſe to perſons of all 1a 8; and 
is doubly neceſſary to one of your Lord- 
y's high Ration as you not only require, 


tor the conduct of your own peciitar con- 
erns, but mult make ule of it LKCW2. mn 
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EL ( 50 ) 
poßng of the property, and * 
of the lives of your fellow ſubjects, 

member of that high court of judicatu 
which your noble birth will ſoon entitle n 
to a ſeat. It is for this reaſon, I have en 
glad of an opening to communicas tg 
you what my years and experience =— 
furniſhed me with upon this ſubje i 
and wiſh, that fome more abl- 
would undertake the ſame taſk for 
publick; which, if 1 may gueſs 72 he 
foregoing tranſaction, ſtands græat in 
need of ſore inſtruction. LL 
And indeed, by the free and happy con. 
ſtitution of our country, it ſo har s, 
that the loweſt man in it may be 
upon, as a jury-man, to decide in 
ters that immediately concern the 
and goods of his fellow ſubjects; WIkele 
an ignorance in examining and Weng 
the evidence brought before him, m.. 
attended with very fatal conſcq uc to | 
others, and of future uneaſineſs of mil 
to himſelf; as might have happen 
twelve well meaning men who cord” 


C 

wr 
1 
* 


4 {» 
hs - -: 


#4174 $68 &© 4 
1 


(51) 
ire; ; had it not pleaſed God, 
pectec means, ro prevent the execuuo. 
{the ſentence. 
in ſhort, my Lord, the zurymen, ex- 
ept in thoſe caſes, which come before the 
gurt of Chancery, and the houſe of Peers, 
e the fole Jopors of the lives and pro- 
Parties of Engliſhmen. That I may ſhew 
you this in the {irony geſt light, it will not 
b; improper to give you a detail of 
thoſe perſonages that compoſe an Engliſh 
court of juſtice ; ſuch as they are in Fan, 
and ROE of the common wer ds in 
hich they are diſguiſed. 5 
ien is firſt the ProzEcUTOR and 
ICaMINAL, or, as they are called in caſes 
of nem & tuum, the PLaAiiTiFyr and Dr- 
rVDA NT. Next there are the {worn 
| [up6z5 of the trial or cauſe, who are call- 
el the jury, compoſed of diſintereſted men 
of unblemithed characters. All the reſt of 
| the perſonages, though called by various 
names, are only, in fart, ditterent kinds 
of EVIDENCES, 
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( 52) 
| there are thoſe who are calleé 
common language the Evibracts 
WITNESsES; who are ſuppoſed to he d 
intereſted, and relate, upon oath, what the 
know, concerning the relation vhich 4 
criminal, or defendant, bears to te fa 
of which he is accuſed. | 
The ſecond ſort of Evipexc E 80 | 


the name of council, who are io for 
the aforeſaid Jupces or frre, 1M... 
they know,concerning the relation 2 
the fact ſtands to the laws of the ud. 
But this fort of Evipexcs differs 4 
tremely from the firſt, inaſmuch as thcy dd 
not deliver their evidence upon o 
fo far from being diſintereſted, + | 
fe Tedly SusoRNRD, or as they term if 3 


fee d. Their veracity has therefore 1» {vr 
of ftrefs laid upon it, which gives rile to 
A third fort of EVIDENCE 1 COMMON 
called the judge, not from any power dt 
deciding, which is jodged ſolely in thok 
twelve Ju pars, Whoſe verdict is delinithe 


and uncontroulable; but from his tg 
in the lame bib place where 


(33-3 
ſit in other countries. . 
anaps for this reaſon ſor.ctimes called 
* . SI ſort of Evipex 25 4s like 


” % „ 


te ſecond, we I! learned in the law, but 


I rs from 52 1 in having taken an oath 
"MW be honeſt, and is, by his ſituation 
fe, out of ſuſpiclon of being ſaborned. 

His office is, to give true evidence con- 


* 


terning the relation which the lav's of the 
| 3 | 5 . 3 5 
and beat to the crime of which the par- 
3 4 85 os » ey 178 ** 6 — : * — 2 5 8. 
cculcd ; and to prevent the Frr'p 


. 5 
NES from decen VII 18 the * elve 


5 1 
by laying falflioods concerning 
. y | | LI 
* | q 7 E j 
ws before them. An Engliſh judge 
* 


* 


g A n s 
unlearned; which needs no in 
"ad OE oF 3 * * 1 ; : 

opens of 1tſelt, wherever it is neceſſa- 


418, Upon cvery Occaiion, its own 


* . 


grow nds of their determ; nation. 


behoveth every man who ma) y . 


Engliſnman, to make h b 
quainted with the nature of cviden 


„„ 

_aongſt the learned, without » 
ice; fince there is no queſtic: 
ariſe concerning law, or concernin/ 


thing elle that has a real exiſtence, 1 
is not a queſtion concerning ma 


fact: ſo that, if it is the office of 


men to be judges of fact, their off, 
judge of every thing which is the 


object of the human underſtandin 
is not only plain to abſtract reafonc:s. 
is obvious to the common ſenſe 


kind; and is, notwithſtanding ti. 
ing of the learned, the actual practi: 
our courts of juſtice, where jury nn 


ry day give a peremptory deciiio 
CCL ning the Þ auſes that come hefe | 
and acquit Or conderan, * ithout 5511 
themſelves obliged to account 


This being fairly the cafe, it 


upon to fit in judgment, tha 


J 


1 1 

o weigh one lung againſt 
to diſtinguiſh the true from the counter 
feilt. For my own part, altho' 1 ſhall al- 


ways look upon a trial by juries as the 


great bulwark of our political liberty; yet, 


in the preſent ſtate ot 1gnorance, credulity, 


and irregular method of enquiry, 7 


ſhould be extremely fearful of my life and 


character, if I were accuſed of a ca pital of- 
tence; and ſhould, by no means, think my 
innocence a ſufficient protedtion. 

It was formerly ordained, for the ſecu- 
Mould be the oaths of two credible wit. 
neſſes againſt him, before he could be 
legally condemned. From hence, by 2 
moſt abſurd concluſion, it is preſumed 
that the oaths of two perions are a ſufti- 


* 


Cieht proof of the truth Of an y fact, be it 


CYCL #0 unaccountable; 10 that ifa many 18 


0 1 11 1 F 4 I 3, "4 - „ % 4 "» v* -% 4%. 4-4 4% 8 
accuted ot murdering another Upon a cei- 


ral day, and mhen DY- WAY Of C CNJcealment, 


a } X * f | "1 Y, ** 4% o% ; 9 5 £2. > By * % 2 y 
eating him up, at a meal, (a fact unca- 
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Pable of proof irom any human teſtimg- 


1 
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rity of the accuſed perſon, that there 
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will always be more Bs el 
nat any number of men ſhould be de. 
ceived, or have an intention of decerviny 
than that ſach a thing ſhould have real! 
happened) yet if this is ſworn to, by tv 
| perſons of unimpeache d characters, the 
jury is bound in conſcience to bring hin: i» 
guilty; and nothing can fave him, undes 
by fair or foul means, he can bring tv 
other perſons from Plymouth or Covent. 
to ſwear an al: 97, and that they {moakc« 
pipe, 

the Day m enten 
Top! reverit this abſur 1 method of 1 
cee ling, and the crue} « con equences att es 


5 r played at Whiſt wit th him up 


— 


ing it, it is incumbent on the arhed, 


know the 4 rules of PI robability, to dit 


all thole-r ales 1 to th e public, and ſpecial 
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to explain more fully, and enforce the 
| 5 Principle with which I ſet out in 
8 beginning of thy: 
is to be received in proof of any 
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The; niprce ability of tl e {att it Means to 


E 
N perſon who 18 in | 
ted with the preſent or paſt” 
has made any obſervations on men and 
manners, will urge: That it is a very unu- 
ſual thing to find human teſtimony falſe, 
or that it is very improbable it ſhould 
turn out to be ſo; therefore human teſti- 
mony is never to be urged in ſupport of 


any fact thac is, beyond a certain degree, 
| improbable, . 
It is the want of having been acquaint- 
ed with this, which has occaſion'd thoſe, who 
have reaſon d in favour of Canniag, to fall 
| into an error. They have thought it ſuf- 
cient, if they could find poſſible means of 
counting for ſome one, out of the great 119 
number of improbabilities related by her; 5 qv 


my C — 8 2 7 7 7 A2 | © CPL — $ WE 
or of finding evidence, of weight ſuffici- 


ent to over-balance it. But they have 


never conſider'd, that when the number of 1 


thoſe improbabilities is very great, their 
aecumulation amounts to fomething fo 
near to an ' impoſſibility, that it may 5 1 

8 


juſtly, in common language, be ſo called. 
= A man 
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8 
{ls us, that he 1. 
own at one throw, by twen! 
e, may perhaps, if his charac er 35 


good, gain credit; but if he tells u 


he faw the ſame throw repeated u 
times running, there is no man of nſe, 


who will ſcruple to pronounce, tha: there 


40 


was falſhood, either in the dice 


ſtory teller. 


Thus, my Lord, I have run thr 


all, that at preſent occurs to me OR 5 
mentioning on this affair; and 
ſay, have intrude 1 much longer o 
patience, than you expected. I can make | 
no other apology for it, but reminding 
vou, that it is always dangerous to ſet © an 
old man a tattling: and, as George Dundin 


Jays, Vores Paves voulu; fo you mult. take 
the conſequence. 

Every thing is now ſettled with egard 
to my nephew's commiſſion, in which 
have received great aſſiſtance from led 


——. I intend, on Wedneſday, to ac. | 


company him as far as St. Albans, on. 
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